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Thorpe Moꝛeur. 


In the Sun of SU FFOLK, Elq; 
SIR, 


Tace the time that I came firſt to the 


Knowlege of your Perſon, I have 
ſeen in you daily Inſtances of a Ge- 
nerous Mind, and diſcern'd the Luſtre of 
ſuch an unexampled Juſtice, and the va- 
ous Acts of 0 IIeroick a Friendſhip; 
eſpecially toward my ſelf) that alt the 
)pportunities of teſtifying my great 
del pect, and of publiſhing my Acknow- 
dgment and Gratitude, are ever too fer 
) diſcharge any conſiderable part of my 
wn ſence of them, or to unlade in any 
ecent manner your inereaſing Favorrrs 
Ind therefore I have taken this among 
de reſt to tell t. 12 Ce: \furing World, chat: ub 
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The 72 Dedicatory. 


"Tam not as yet wholly Friendleſs; ; which 
though it be more an Eucomium on my ſelf 
than you, inaſmuch as they that Know 
the exactnets of your Judgment cannot 
think otherwiſe than that you have ſeen 
in the object of your Favour ſome Mo. 
tives which to all Men elle, are either 
perfectly none or unknown, I ſhall thus 
tar juſtly render back to your ſelf, to your 
own Praiſe, by declaring that you have in 
ſome particulars out-done the Belief of 
this Niggard ly Age, and been ſo far above 
the ordinary rate of Kindneſs and Fru. 
gality in your true Careſſes (as well in 
the Choice of Men utterly undeſerving 
for them, as in the meaſure of them to- 
ward ſuch; which exceed the common 
{1ze, as Saul's Perſon did the common Sta- 
ture by an whole Cubit) that I fear there 
will not be found many Brothers of your 
good meaning, ſhould we ſearch mavrovil 
the ſtingy Count 
But Sir, as to "theſe: Sheets (which | 
nere preſent to you, as the due claim 0! 
your and your Ladies repeated Civilities 


and as but a Symptom of an unſeen , y*l 
fer ven 


The Ep ile Dedicatory. 


neſs : ) they are a per ſwaſive Diſcourle to 
one kind of Moderation, which undoubt- 
edly ſhould have its Profeſſors as well as 


the reſt. " F 1 e "A 
And I think theSubject may commend 
it ſelf to all Men, by being as neceſſary 


as it is ſomew hat particular and uncom- 


mon for a Treatiſe. 


And I heartily wiſh, that the general 
Silence there has been among good Men 
on theſe Heads, was an irrefutable Argument 
(againſt the heinous Intemperance of 
Mens Mirth, which uponevery light and 


frivolous Occaſion, extend not only to the 
putting forth of the finger, and the ſpeaking Vanity, 


ut to rudeneſs, prophaneſs, giddineſs, and what 
not) that there is no great need for wile 


Topick , tho' my Deſign in it here went 
wholly for an Act of Impertinence. 


And for my weak way of handling it; 


ſo it doth not appear to be in any part 
unreaſonable, unſcriptural, or un- grammatical, I am 
the leſs Soiicitous about it: tho' ſome Ex- 


preſſions (eſpecially ſuch as relate to the 
TI E. 5 empty 
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fervent deſire in me to both your Happi- 


Mens ſifting into the depth of this uſeful . 
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5 "The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


— —ũ.. —— — — - des 
„ nn pty bubbles, and gaudy vanities of this 
Lite, about which we may be exculed ©) 


be but 1ndifferently affected and. MICUTIC: 


be ſomewhat uncouth ; and contemp! 
ple, as the things theme! ves they ſiglut 
THT | © > 


And Sr, 1 perſw ade my lelf, the whole 
will be the lels f. ighted thro' the weak- 
nels of the Pen-man and his Reaſonings, 
when it ſhall appear to have obtain'd 
with the Umbrage of your Name, your 
Approbation too. i 

lu recommending it to which Service 
(next the good God may enable it to do 
among us all) I humbly give it into your 
Hand, and from that to the Publick,Pray- {7 
ing thut it may Proſper according te the. Inte Wu 
grity of the Deſan; and upon your Self and W** 


your Lady for a conſtant {erenity, and an cer 
Eternal Peace. And may your Joint- . 
Happineſs be as iafting as it is innocent, 55 
and as innocent as your I houghts: and il 
Genius are ever Manly, wich! is the ear- W:. 
neſt delire of 1 ? nat 

| Str, Your moſt SIG 40 faithful, 2 
Saeed. 6 1 15 4 mat Humble Servant, his 


"| Edward Grove 
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Eccleſiaſtes II. 1, 2. 


ii in mine heart, g to now 1 will prove thee with 


Mirth, therefore enjoy Pleaſure : an behold this 
aifo is Vanity. I id of Laughter, it is mad- 
ne, an of Mirth, what doth it? 


and Godly Experiences ot the Royal and Wiſe Prea- 


f T HIS Book (which preſents unto us the ſeveral Grave 


cher, in almoſt all the different States and Conditi- 


ons of Man's Life) feem to be the Product of his mature and 
| riper Years, and to have been drawn forth by him in thoſe ſet- 
tled Reflections of his Soul upon Good and Evil, which took 
| up his time in the ſolitary Muſings of his latter days, when he 
vas once again happily return'd from that horrid Idolatry, 
and wicked Apoſtacy from the Lord his God, whereunto his 
| Multitude of Heathen and Superſtitious Wives and Concubines 
had inticed him, and (to the diſgrace of his Excellent Spirit 
| of Wiſdom and Knowledge) violently, as it were, obtain'd 
bis Conſent , and withdrawn him, in even the declining part 
and remnant of his Life: For whereas he had at the firl: 


ſet out in a moſt eminent degree and manner for the Glo- 


[ry of God, and had continued to adora the Worſhip and 


service of the Lord of Hoſts (the God and Shield of Dar ;4 
his Father) till paſt tlle bright Meridian of his days, with 
great: Vigour; and on all occaſions had promoted ſolemn- 
ly the ſtedfaſt Revcrence of one Spiritual and Invilible, Om- 
aiſcient and All-powertul God, and (as having obtain'd from 
is Goodneſs a peerleſs Portion of his Heavenly Wiſdom) - 
wt forth the Ilnviolable Truth of His Godhead, and of his 
natural Government over the Heaven and the Earth, and o- 
et all things Viüble and luviſible thronghour the fame, 
vid that he efpccially had iu his owa Uſracl manifeſted forth 
us Jealouſy , to be alone ador'd , void of any Superſtitious 

B mixture 


Mirth, Mauſs, Or 


mixture of Idols with him: He it ſeems, for all this, lapſed 
wofully into that very tw, and ſpecies of Diſobedieuce he 
had ſo highly (both in his Laws, aad Life, and Actions) he. 
fore diſcouraged, and by the weakneſs and folly of a Female 
Flattery , gave up himfſclf to the Gods of the Moabites and 
Ammonie', Edom:tes, Zdon.ans and Hitrites, according to the 
Idolatry of bis Wives and Concubines, and the poliotions of 
thoſe Nations from wheace they came forth, following (vas) 
Aſote ret the Goddeſs of the Zidomiars, and Afilcham or Al. 
lech the Abomination of the Ammoenites, and building up an 
High-place for Chemoch the at,omination of Moab, in the Hill 
before Jeruſalem for them, and Sacrificing alſo unto their God: 
with them, as we may read at large iſt of Ringe, chap. 11. the 
firſt eight verſes; ſo that having (as it is conjeftured from 
ſome Expreſſions and Intimations in theſe Books) in the end 
repented of this his wicked Folly, and return'd uato God with 
all his Heart, having ſeen the Vaaity and Sinfulneſs of theſe 
his Miſdoings, and before his Death return d unto the Purity 
of Worſhipping his God again, he hath (as a monument of 
his dear-bought ſence touchiag the many ſorts and fizes of our 
Providences here, and themanner and method of our enjoying 
them) left us this ſerious ſum of his own Experiences, 
and theſe fatal Proofs of the Evil and Vanity of all things 
here, even to the hazard of his Soul, made for us. In Exami- 
ning the ſame therefore we may diſcern his eager deſire to aſlert 
the truth unto uns, his earnett and vehement Expoſtulation: 
with us, to watch and avoid the dangerous Plagues of fenſiul 
Enjoyments, and in the whole, his hearty advices toward 
7%, That we would be on our Guard evermore over 01! 
Affections, aud beware how they lur'd and huatcd after he 
riſhiug things, and dwelt too long upon forbidden Object, 
which alas! were (in what kind ſoever conlidered) even“ 
nities of Vautries, and a fore vexation of Spirit at laft. to: 
Inftance he tells us, that Wiſdom and Folly are both Van. 
ties „ that Riches aud Poverty are ahke, what do not fill the 
mind of Man, that Honour and Diſhonour are both Peril 


ing, that a Poſerity and no Second is in a manner alte 


12con7caieucy, or at leaſt what may reaſonably be alike / 
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The Vanity of us Liugbt * &C. 


iteem'd inditterent by us, aud ſo on; that thiags paſt, aud 
cſeut , and future, (as to this Lice) are but as one ſcene 


hat ſhifts to and fro, and returns upon the earth over aud 


over again for ever; that Novelty aud Antiquity are the 
Fo1ntatas of all Delire in our Nature, and that therefore iu 
ſhort the Bappineſs of Man iu rh is Life, is purely annexed to 
every man's own Perſon, to the ſtate, and tenper, aad con- 
dition of our reſpective Spirits; and that, be the quality of 
our Predeceſſors never ſe good or evil, the manners ot our 
Poſterity never fo incertain , the acqueſt of our own La- 
bour and Wiſdom never fo great and good, and the wax- 
ing or declining of our Providences never fo variable, it 
is to us that Live, and while we do Live, that the good 
or evil of the Earth do redound, and that according as God 
giveth us, to receive and to reliſh his Diſpenſations towards 
us and ours, ſo do the moſt ſolemn deſirable things become 
to us; and as they affect us, in a way juſtifyiag before God 
with reſpect to another World, are made our Good and 
our Evil here. Beſides there being this double Iſſue and 
Event of all things that are accidental, and no way of par- 
ticular Neceſſity to man's Life in the Body (which indeed all 
outward things beſides convenient Food and Rayment are) 
that they either rejoyce or grieve our Heart or Spirit, 
the Wiſe Man doth reſolve both theſe fruits of things tem- 
poral upon us; namely, that we ought not to be Slaves 
and Priſoners of our Paſſions, and Diſturbances, at our uſual 
rate about them; but that we would rather bear every thing 
with an equal, andeven, and calm Mind, and avoid the mi- 
ſerable eſtate of Fools and Worldlings, who are put upon by 
every light good and evil, and tranſported as it were by eve- 
ry ludicrous Object, cither into exceſſive Mirths and Tri- 
umphs, or elſe into the deepeit Sorrows, and moſt forlora 
and ahject Sence of our ſelves poſſible: For thus he tells 
us agaiga and again, that nothing is better than for a man 
to enjoy himſclf and his enjoyments here, than to eit and 
drink, and to poſſeſs the Labour or his Hands with com- 
fort, for that this is the great Gift of the Almighty, aud 
proceeding undoubtedly from his molt gracious aud kindly 
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Mirth's Aa in: ſñ, Or 
hand too; But then, leſt by thus avoiding needleſs Sor. 
rows, aud by thus flecing from the Face of unnecellary e. 
vils, we ſhould run too far into the other extream, left 
we ſhonld decoy our Miſery by a too eager and vehement 
purſuit of pleaſure , leſt we ſhould think, that God permit 
us to Jovial away our Life, and to paſs away our tine in 
_ exceſſive wantonneſs, he tells us on that ſide, that there waz 
folly and madneſs ia that too, and that therefore it was 
his defire to be equally delivered from the ſnares of a Vo- 
| luptuous Life alſo; as it is in the Text, I ſaid in mine heart, 
go to nom I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleaſure, and 
Tebold this is alſo Vanity. I ſaid of Laughter it is mad, and of 
mirth, what doth it? In diſcouriiag on which Subjects of the 
wiſe Man's Wiſdom in this great Point, (as the ſence of 
his words may be in theſe days of ours much more accom- 
. modated to the ſerious Duties of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
to the inceflant Exerciſe of our ſelves and of our ſouls iu all 
the Godly and Sober acts of Religion, and in the continual 
Meditation on our Spiritual State) I ſhall make it my preſeut 
buſineſs to do theſe two things following, (viz.) _ 


Firſt to ſet before you how unbecoming a thing it is to 
the Nature of Man, and how incoherent to the profeilion of 
a good Chriſtian to prove his Heart with Mirth, to indulge 
himielf (on any account) in the enjoy ment of immoderate, 
and inordinate, and fooliſh Pleaſures > how much more ratio- 
nal aad blefled it is, to drive away our irkſome thoughts by 

moderatę renections upon all thiags Vanity, and to content 
our Miads..with the Religious ſence of all, things, folly and 
tranſitorineſs hence, and ſo to enjoy our good without mix- 
ture of Evil; (there being this to be contidered for the Re- 
lief of our Souls in all their Heavineſs, that God is always 
higher than Man, and more powerful than the Devil; his foo- 
liſhneſs wiſer than Man's Wiſdow, and his Weakneſs ftronger 
than Man's Power, and therefore (fo long as thoſe his Glo- 
#10us Attributes laſt) we need uot ever flee to Exceſs and 
Riotouſneſs, and to the idle and wicked Scenes of an unne- 
cellary Jollity to Succour us but may comfort our ſelves 
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in a pious way againſt all our Tranſitory Evils now, and 


„nia 2 ſober Thankſgiving entertain moreover onr greateſt and 
en © higheſt Tranſports and Bleſlings here.) 

mit WW Secondly, To ſhow yon, that we eſpecially ought to 
e i WF eſchew the madneſs of violent Tranſports , and to conſider 
Was te inſignificancy of a worldly Mirth, and ſo to rejoyce wiſe- 
3 WW ly in all our Jabour, in as much as there are always great 
vo- Dangers in an exceſſive Revelling, and the very nature of 
t, fluch a mirth is madneſs, and therefore the end of it muſt 
and be heavineſs, even as the greateſt Portions of it while it 
1 10 actually laſteth, are but ſo many vain and unproftable Rants 


of Folly, and what might better have been ſupplied by 
e of pious Meditations and holy Praiſes, for and upon every of 
-oM- the chearful Diſpenſations of God towards us in this Life, 
aud and chiefly above all things for the manifold Goodneſs of our 
Redemption it ſelf, and for all the ineffable Myſtery therc- 
of, in order to our enjoying God, (the greateſt of all good 
things) and the exceeding, and eternal weight of his Glo- 
ry in the next. 


Firſt then, he that do but look abroad into the World, 
and confider ſerioufly the face of Affairs in it, and how 
upon every frivolous pin the affections and habits of Men 
Fare daily turn'd, will be apt (at leaſt if he be not al- 
ready well ſettled in his Priaciples, and ſomewhat wiſcly 
eſtabliſt'd upon the General Knowledge of the word of 
tent cd touching Religion) to Conclude, that doubtlels the 
| Humane Life is a perfect Farce, and Drama, and mock- 
mis ige, and Theater of Entertainment amougſt us, devi- 
Hed and-erefted for the alone Play, and Sport, and Paſtime 


ways Wor Mankind, and for the Exhibition of a continued fcene 
Ver of Pleaſure cn Earth, wherein every one Acts his part, 
ong 


nd (according to the variety of the matter id hand; and 


Glo. to the Frame and Model of the whole Comick Repreſenta- 
S uy Hon.) ſet forth the various Figmeat of Man's Good and 
unae- 


Til ia this Life, beyoud which there is deemed to be no 
farther 
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Mirth's Main ſi, Or 


farther proſpect, nor any delign of GOD or Alan +» Wi 
reach, but that the whole Race of Einble Peings n 
lead the Leviathan's Lite here, and it Death be reno 
into the Aſylum of the Grave (as behind the Curtain 9 
an Eternal Night and Darkneſs) aud thence for ever be 10 
more ſeen. For though indeed there are to be found among 
a5 the ſcricns Subjetts of Trajcdy, and the deep matt; 
of Man's great Miſery, wlach doth excite the Tears aid 
Lamentations of all Spectators; though we have ſccus 
of horror aud woe before us, bloody Conflicts and Death, 
in all ſorts and of all ſizes with us; and withall, the { 
tal danger of an eternal and endleſs Calamity, ever in our 
light aud made poſlible to us: though there is matter e. 
nough for our Heroick vertues in our Life and for the ex- 
erciſe of all the ſerious and ſolid parts of our Natur, 
within us: yet if we take the generality of men toge- 
ther, we ſhall find, that (with the moſt) all theſe thing; 
ierve only to ridicule and mockery , to excite the Riſibili- 
ty of our Species, and to promote the Mirth and Madanef 
of the Earth; that our Joy (in the main) prevail ever our 
Sorrow, and our ludicrous above our ferious thoughts: 
that we are apt to run away with every thing that |: 
Mirthful and Jocular, and to take up with ſome of the 
wiſe Man's Concluſions , (which perhaps we do not unde: 
ſtand or conſider as we ought, but to be as forgetful o cs, 
that ſerious Leſſon and Caution of his, which he hath e., 
peated ſo often to us, (and that in a kind of aſſeveratioi ef 
that we cannot fail to diſcern its ſence and meaning ful), it. 
(viz.) that all i, Vanity of Vanities, and a very Vanity, je bY 
a ſore Evil, and an hideous vexation of Soul to us, ad n, 
as the Prophets ſad Scroll, wherein was written within a, 
without Lamentation , and Mourning , and Wo for u. 


And, if we conſult the common Practices of the World, 
we muſt acknowledge that Heavineſs and Joy have no © 
qual Portion and Dividend among us, but that we rathe 
incline and exceed, to fill our ſelves with the Cooley a 
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I ſuch as would (if they could) keep Holy day for ever; that 
© we are for putting the evil day far from ovr minds, and gcclet. 


for Rejoycing in all that we put our hand unto, for re- 11, 10. 
moving ſorrow from our Hearts, and for putting away e- 
vil from our fleſh, and for concluding with Solomon, that Ch.. 24. 
nothing is better: But at no time (it poſſible) er ſtring down 
ſcriouſiy by the waters of Babylon, and like the Captive Iſtae- 
lites, for hanging up our Harps unſtrung and ſol.tary upon the 
Trees by us We are never for the Pſalmiſt's Mourning , 
but all for his Muſick; neither ſay we (in our Hearts at 
any time) Wo unte us that we are cenſtra.ned to dwell with 
Mejeck, and ro have our habitation among the Tents of Reds, 
and that long bath our ſou! dwelt among thoſe that are Enemies 
wnto Peace; Nor with thoſe Innocents under the R 
Hew long Lord, Hely and True, doſt thou not judge and re- cas 
venge, &c! but (unlike the Prophets and Primitive Mar- Rev. & 
| tyrs ) we are all for hing down upon Beds of Ivory, and 1o. 


Pſal.1 37. 


1 


trete hing our ſelves on Couches for our Eaſe, for eating 


{and drinking the fat and the pleaſant (with thoſe in the 
Prophet) yea and for Chaunting and Dancing to the ſound of Amos 6 


the Viol, and for Inventins to our ſelves Inſtruments of Mu- 4, 5,6. 
ſicꝶ like David. | 
| Now there being fin and evil generally in all Exceſ- 
8 cs, and if a Man live many years and rejoyce in them 
all, it being his Duty ſtill to remember the days of Dark- 
neſs which are many, and to. conſider the ſeveral Perils 
Spiritual which attend on a careleſs Sojourning in the Bo- 
ay, even as the Flood did on that negligeut Generati- 
Jon, Which in the days of Noah, Eat and Drank, 41d 
Aluried, and mere given in Marriage, and Plan el, and Matth. 
Balled, and rejoyced, aud indul red themſel ves unto all ſatie- *+ * 
y in the Things and pcriſhing Enjoyments of this Life; 
till the haſty Deluge came and ſwept them all at ouce 
way with it) it's upon this account, that we have ſome 
ew intimations in Scripture, that we may not too far 
we up our ſelves to the abundauce of Eaſe and Luxury; 
that 
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Mirth's Madneſs, Or 
thit we would not Delight in the vanity of "Mirth ang 
Lauzhter, nor be given over wholly to the Life and Dro]. 
lery of Fool; and Idcots; but that we rather would be 
ſcrioos and full of thought, Dedicated to. Holy and Pin; 
Spectl.tioas, to grave aud ufeful Conferences, to a dul 


Co:nmuinsg with our own Heart, and in our Chamber .. 


lently, to a State of Holy and Heavenly minded neſs, 214 


to au active, but not over-light and frolickſome Degree 


of paſſing the appointed time of our Sojourning he:c i; 
God's fear, and of putting our ſelves every day more 
and more into a fitneſs, and ſober Capacity for thoſe 


moſt ſolid Pleaſures at GOD'*s Right Hand provided for 


Us. | 


For ſure enough the Heart of Man is not to be given 
over to Voluptuouſneſs, or to the General Indulgence of his 
Carnal and Luxurious Appetite z; Certainly he is not to 
paſs the time of his Life in Ranteriſm and Riotouſneſs , he 
15 not to ſolicit the Pleaſures of ſenſe to himſelf, nor to 
{tir up the ſenſual and old unmortify'd Man in him; but 
(whether things go well or ill with us) we are chiefly to 
regard the great Doctrines of Mortification and Self-De- 
nyal; we are ſtrictly to watch over our Liquoriſh Aﬀect- 
ons, and to ſubdue at all times our depraved Natures; 
we muſt not think, that we are Servants of the God of 
this World, and to offer in Sacrifice the Delicacies of the 
Creation to our Palate, the choiceſt Viands of the Earth's 
product (in abundance) to our brutal part, or ro ſit do 
(as the Luſtful Iſraelites did) ro cat and to drink, and like 
them ter wards riſc up to play. | 


No! It is not permitted to us Chriſtians, to Ccle- 
brate the Bachanalia of the Heathen in our Love-fealts 
of the Goſpel, or to miagle out a Meat-offering (Spic d 
with the Baits of Surfeitiag and Exceſs) to the Queen 0. 
Heaven; but as we ſhall have Learn'd Chriſt (the Great 
Exemplar of Meeknels, and Patience, and Abſtinency , * 
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of 2 Mortified Lite of Contentment in Poverty, and of a 


anc Moderation in the Greateſt Heights and Spiritual Com- Col. v. 6. 
* torts which himſelf had) ſo muſt we walk after even him, in 
be ſibduing continually the Fleſh to the Spirit, in putting on 
K moderate and ſtinted Delires after bodily things, in always 
any enjoying the pleaſures of ſence with great Parcimony and 
T f. Sparingneſs of Affection, with a very indifferency of Love, 
bor: zud with the utmoſt Modeſty conceivable in us. 
2 For ſince we are Compound Beings, and have a Two- 
note fold Nature and Manhood about us, ſince we have an out 
hoſe ward and an inward Man belonging to us; Since the Fleſh 
for and the Spirit are of a divers Temper and Conſtitution , 
each from the other, there will be a Law in our Mem- 
/ | bers warring againſt the Law of our Minds; and as we 
36 ſuter the things of this Life, or of the next, to take om. _ 
hi5 z part with either of them two, ſo will they reſpective- ;. 
t * ly prevail upon, and become a mighty Bias, and ſtrong 
— 1 Propention in the midſt of us. 
oY As for Example, the Cares, and Fears, and Sorrows 
D of this World, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, the 


Diſquictudes and Anxieties of Life, and the pains and 
agonis of, and concerning future -Providences, and the 


400 like, will be driving us to ſolitary and comfortleſs thoughts, 
* and to an irkſome State of Being in the Body; and iu 


ort, (if we beware not,) the more we increaſe our Por- 
tion of Good and Evil, the more we ſhall increaſe our 
Griets, and tempt God to lay us waſte, and to detolate 
vs in earneſt; that ſo we may feel ſaſncient Cauſes tor our 
daily regrets, and lament tor ſomewhat our Condition 
acre. | | | 


2 As alſo (on the other hand ) if ve are not fore-guard- 
= 04 ec againſt the oppoſite Perils of Weiltn, and the increaſe 
1 - ef Temporal Bleſſings; and of the great overflow of thiags 
2 deſirable upon us, we ſhall be lifted up and ſwell with. 
FEY ward Vanity, and be ready to exceed the Bounds and 

of | C | Limit; 


2 


Mirth's Mailneſs, Or 


bn OY 


Limits of reaſonable Joy, and perhaps fo ſing that ſordi 
Voluptuary's Requiem to our Soul, Soul rthow haſt much goo, 
laid up fir many Tears, eat, drink, and be merry » whereof 
the Goſpel warns us, St. Luke 12, 15. 19. Wherefore fc 
the prevention of all this in us, as the Wiſdom and Good. 
neſs of God have provided us means of being Contented 
in any of the worſt of Providences upon us, and of oy 
alway holding and poſſeſſing our Souls with Patience, When 
the heavieſt Adverſity, and bittereſt Cup of Evil affail; 
us, (namely, by having told us, that God will never leaye 
us nor forſake us, that the faſhion of this World pa. 
ſeth away daily, asd that our ſelves are going hence in a 
moment from it; that there is no ſolid good in this Life, 
that our Wiſdom, and our Wealth, and our labour, and 
our Travail, and our greateſt Afflictions allo, are all . 
like periſhing , and that therefore we may not ſorrow, 2; 
without hope, for the utmoſt Portion of Evil that befals 
us at preſent: ) ſo are we (at the ſame time) by the ful 
Power of the Grace of God over us, admoniſhed not to 
ahound in the higheſt pitch of a ſecular Grandeur or Hap- 
pineſs, but to keep down our natural Arrogancy, to ſub- 
due our Pride and Haughtineſs, aud to repel the vain Lux- 
uriouſneſs of a tooliſh Mirth. 


for (Reſt raining the Diſcourſe to this Head hence-for- 
ward) 1s it not a thing very unſuitable to the fober Pro- 
teſſioa of Chriſtianity , and to the very humble Frame and 
Diſpoſition of a Diſciple of Jeſas's new Created and Cir- 
cumciſed Heart, to prove and yield it ſelf up to Mirth, 
to dedicate any part of its time to vain and fruitleſs Pa- 
ſt ime and Jollity, and to indulge and ſatiate the Fleſh 
viith Vanity? is it not againſt the Manhood and Gravity 
of our Reaſon, to ſpend our Days and Hours in the Songs 
and Gambols of this World's Harmony, and in the ut- 
grateful while-times of this World's Joys ? 


— 
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. 
_— 


reid If we obtain 4 Bleſſing (of any fort) doth it not (as e- 
good, very good aud perfect Gift) come down from above, and 
hereof . from that Father of Lights, with whom is no variable- Jam. 1. 4) 
re for ess, neither ſhadow of turning? and as ſuch doth it not 
Good- require 8 iritual and Holy Hoſannah's unto him? doth it 
rented not call for Pſalms of Praiſe, and Odours of Thagkſgj- 
f our ag, and the higheſt Acknowledgment of Soul poſlible ! 
when 

aſſalz 1 But are they not to be the Product of our Inward and 
* leave MW lavilible Zeal ? do they not wholly deſerve to be perform- 
d pal. cd in a way of Solemn Devotion and Religious Worſhip , 
e in a and after a manner becoming the Majeſty of him whoſe 
Life, W Dwelling is alway in the ſilent and peaceful Regions above? 
, and W Or if we muſt break forth to the publick Exerciſes of our 
all - W Chearful Faculties, have we not received Engagements e- 
„ a3 WW cough to be Holy and Heavenly-minded towards God, to 
befals W put on the Temper and Conſtitution of Perſons Redeem'd 
he full from the Power of Hell, and Ranſom'd from the priſon 
ot to of an Everlaſting Grave, and of Partakers of an Ho- 
w_ | ly and Endleſs Grace and Glory with us? 

o ſub - 


n Lux- 


Now if ſo, then there are Topicks enough (in our 


| Conſciences) to be Celebrated in a way of Sober aud De- 


votional Laud , in a conſtant ſetting forth the Goodneſs , 


ce-for- MW and Wiſdom, and Power of God towards us, and in our 
r Pro- ünging forth private and publick Magnificates of Praiſe un- 
ne and WF to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, that High and lofty 
4 (ir- One that Inhabiteth Eternity, and that ever ador'd and 


Mirth, 


undivided Three , whoſe Rays of Purity have again and a- 


-\s Pa- gain broken forth, and ſhin'd upon us, and therein bound 
lem Jus under an invincible and three-told Cord of Duty, to 

;ravit! i dwell in the fear of our God with Joy, and in both our 

: Songs WF Good and Evil to ſing Praiſe unto him, | 

e un- 


if 


But alas! for us to ſeek Refuge from our Solitary and 
Diſquieting Thoughts, in the doleful Remedy of this 
C 2 World's 


12 Mirth' Ma in ſs, Or 

World's Mirth , to divert our ſelves and our ſorrows, b; WF ſon: 
mingling with them that keep the Guilty Carnaval o ling 
Earth, and by Solemnizing our Feſtivals after the foolih WF ouc 
Liberty of an Epicurean Joy: For us to Dedicate our WF cer! 
* Time to fooliſh Talking and Feſt;ns , which an Apoſtl: ee 
ee, hath told are not Convenient , Fpheſ. 5. 4. For us, to in- Nat 
e ure our ſelves to the Socicty of the wanton and riotous, 1 Ni 
ems to and to take our part in the Laughter of Fools; and brief. mc! 
fgnifyrbe ly for us, to fit down and Coin ludicrous Sports and Pa- Sai 
bare p. ſtime to our ſelves, and our Aſſociates to ſtudy vain Di- of 
Jwe, ard vertiſements, and conſult the more eaſy and thoughtleh WW De 
200 ef wearing of our Lite out, in a ſia, which as it Diſgraceth nou 
Sas ſo doth it allo deſtroy our Nature, and bring upon us 2 eta 
69 ne:brng Vanity and a Folly full of anguiſh, and vexation at laſt, W 
woſe, * Hereunto therefore the wiſe Man Notes, that it is better ed 
Fccleſ. to go to the Houſe of Mourning, than to go to the Houſe Ye: 
7:3: of Feaſting ; (for that the former is the end of all men, o/ 
and the Living will lay it to his Heart) that Sorrow is nit. 
vert. better than Laughter, (in that by the ſadneſs of the Coun- {po 
tenance the Heart is made better) that the Heart of the ane 
z. wiſe Man is in the Houſe of Mourning, but the Heart of the 

4 Fools is in the Houſe of Mirth; yea, that it is better to 
5, hear the, Rebuke of the wiſe, than for a Man to hear | 
6. the very Song of Fools; and laſtly , that as is the Crack- tre 
ling of Thoras under a Pot, fo alſo is the Laughter of tio 
Fools, and that the ſame alſo is Vanity; as alſo, that e- Ein 
ven in Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful ſtill, and that the de 
prov. vg. end of Mirth is Heavinels. | _ 
13. | | Te 
The meaning of which is plaialy this, that God when fro 
he made Man Riſible, made him not thereby of a Tem- MW ©! 
per Neceſſarily ta be Exerciſed in the Mirth and Madacls da; 
of the Fooliſh World; but (as we ſee, Prov. 14. 10.) ak 
ave him an Heart to underſtand and reliſh his own Com- and 
al 


orts, and withal a Soul to moderate and preſerve him 
from all exceſs; that a ſober and religious Habit of Con- 
fidering our ways, is more Connatural to us (as we are 710 
„ "In ſonable 


__— 
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— TAPE ED 
s, b; ſonable Creatures, than the ſenceleſs Levity of Conver- A 
al o: ing like Apes, in the Laughter and mutual Ridicule of 


one another, and of one anothers Actions; aad that of a 
© certain, God accepteth us more readily whea we weigh dit- 


e our | 
poſtl: {MW creetly the benefit of his Favours, when we meditate the 
0 in. Nature of his Gifts and Bleſſings, when we call to our 


> Mind the Day of our Death, and the approach of Judg. 


tous 
brief. ment, and ther eout do behave our ſelves as becometh 
d Pa. Saints, and as is ſeemly for ſuch who are not Diſciples. 
n Di- of the merry Thracian, nor profeſs'd to be Followers of 
htlek Democrituss Fancy, but Baptized into a Saviour that Re- 
aceth nounced this World, and yet kept his Countenance, and 
us 2 gravely dwelt as in the Valley of the Shadow of Death 
laſt. MW in it: Who are incorporated into a Chriſt; who often ſigh- 
etter ed and wept, not ſo much as once (in all his Life) ſmiled: 
Jouſe MW Yea, and who are the Diſciples of him, who tho' he Re- 
men, joyced „ Rejoyc'd in God; and as to the Mirths and ma- 
»w is WW nifold Vanities of our Triumphs and Exceſſes, of our Tran- 
Zoun- MF ſports and empty Parades, and of our Comforting one 
f the another in a way of ſocial refreſhment, and Releaſe from, 
rt of the Troubles of Life, knew them nor. 
er to | 
hear But then Secondly, Having thus far inſiſted on the ex- 
rack- MW tream Vanity and Wickedneſs of our having our Couverſa- 
er of tion amidſt our Pleaſures, and of our too violent indul- 
at e- ging our ſelves, unto the ſhort and momentary Recrea- 
t the tions of Sence , we may now proceed to the unreaſona- 
bleneſs, and unprofitableneſs, and utter Madneſs of ſuch 
Practices; which the wife Man Argues from himſelf, and 
when from his own moſt fatal Experience of things, who had 
Tem- taſted the utmoſt extent of all things, any way appen- 
lncls dant to this World's Vanity, or to the Pomp, and Pride, 
10.) and Pleaſure of it: of which this is his Poſitive luference, 
oM- and Reſult at once, I ſaid of Laughter is is mad, aud of 
him mirth what doth it? That is, I have obſerved the ways 
Con- * and manners of Men, and: they are ia them like per feck 


rea- 5 | Children 


90 1 42 9 Je. 


- % 
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© Children toſſed to and fro, In their Affections, they 
« are preſenily lifted up on bigh, by means of the lex! 
« and moſt tritliag good which they enjoy, and they are 
« as foon caſt down at the lighteſt ſorraw and affliction 
« too, they find their Griefs and Miſeries a Burthen 15 
« them, and they make their Mirths and their Rejoy- 
*« cings the ſame; they have indeed a mixed Portion of 
„Good and Evil, and they arc as diverfly affected and 
„ wrought upon by it; ſometimes they are aloft in their 
« Pride of Heart, for this or that ſucceſsful Enterprizc, MW 
© ſomerimes they are Groveling on the Earth, becauſe of WW « 
their Trouble, their Heart melteth like Wax ia them, ing 
% through very Heavineſs; and they are ever like a Ware Us, 
ia the Sea, ſhaken and toſſed amidſt their Joys and figh- 28 2 
„ ings, but a mean and middle fort of Carriage is the MW De; 
« molt wiſe and approved, and heaveuly in them; For if WW and 
ce they take their Diſappointments to Heart, and vex and tene 
« diſquiet themſelves for the Evil that befals them, then ove 
<« every thing (around them) brings Vanity and Vexation of we 
« Spirit upon them; then the paſt, and the preſent, and fre 
« the future, are all a Load of irkſome and diſconfolate hi 
«c Meditations upon them, and (on the other hand) if they eith 
« ſeek to forget their Miſery, by their ſinful ways of WW vs 

« Mirth and Jollity, if they would drown their Cares in WW tho 
« Draughts of Intemperance, and in the Turgid Bowl: End 
© of Exceſs and Riot: if they would give themſelves over 
to the Charms and Opiates of Society, and of the herd- 
„ ding themſelves among the tumultuous ſinners of the 
« Earth: if they believe they can hide themſelves (from 
« themſelves) in the Multitude of Evil doers, and therc- 
« fore do determine to indulge themſelves in ſinful and 
« pleaſant while-times, and to immerſe themſelves into 
% depths of Senſuality, and ints the heavy Vanity of much 
„ Laughter, and theirein think co live, (as they call it) and 
te be happy more fully: Surely the Caſe is equally dange- 
rous and fearful with them; their Remedy is deſperate 


as their Diſeaſe; they do (as it were) drink . 
te for 
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for their Health, and ſeek their Quiet in the mid ſt ot 
the Sea, which rageth and foameth horridly about them, 
% for | my felf bave (on the Throne of 1ſrae!) taſted and 


Fed to the bottom all the poſſible Excelleacy of a ſe— 
ter it ſelf is but Madaeſs and Folly, ſurely Mirth and 


its Concomitants are the verieſt Vanity, and Fleeting 
„ Shadow imaginable in us. 


| ing in the place before * doth it not plainly forewarg 
us, that our greateſt and hi 


| tends our jollity; that darkneſs and horror are ſpread 


ator and. a at... Ry * PO. - "9 — cc w——_—___—__ 
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« ſeen all the Pleaſures of Sence: I have tried and ſound- 


« cular, and worldlv, and ſenſual Life; and ſurely Laugh- 


So that (this being the Preachers evident ſenſe and mean- 


gheſt Tranſports of Joy, are 
2s a blaſt that kindles up a Fire and Flame of Wrath to 
Devour vs, that our Mirth is unprofitable to any Holy 
and Spiritual End in us, and that death and heavineſs at- 


over our lightſomeſt Frolicks, and ſenceleſs Requiems which 
we delight in among Men; and briefly, that our unſaucti- 
fred Joys are but as the deceitful Voices of Syrens to us ; 
which that they are indeed, and what do bring upon us 
either a ſwift or ſlow Puniſhment at laſt, what muſt coſt 
us many a ſore and heavy Aſtoniſhment of Soul, and a 
thorough and earneſt Repentance and Loathing in our latter 
End : that they are unreaſonable in themſelves, and upon 
us pour forth the moſt bitter Griping and Relentings at 
laſt: that they are void and empty of any intrinſick Ex- 
celleney, and what diverts us but for a while, and leaves 
Ia us a ſting and bitteraeſs in the end: And that they are 
ſuch an Employment of our precious Moments of Life 
(whereon- depends our Eternity) as muſt needs create & 
Guilt in us, and raiſe up ſeveral evil Accu/ations (in our 
Conſciences againſt us, and (after they are paſt) either in 
dur Health ſometimes , or aliuredly when our vain deſire 
after them is once a little coold, at our times of Languiſh- 
ing and Solitarineſs, on a Bed of Sickneſs, or at the ap- 
proach of Death, what will make us aſhamed fully and 

tor men ted} 


PF 
- 


Mir Madneſs, Or 


'  formented on their Account, what will caule us to hang 
down our Heads, and to become deeply abaſh'd for them; 
1 fay, that our idle and fooliſh Meriments, and the 
-Langlkter aud Madneſs of: our Life, are what do hriag 
Guilt and Heavigeſs, and Repentance, and many a (or 
Regret, and ſharp Reflections ia our Conſciences, and 31 
leaſt ſome ſhrowd Reproof of our having milmanaye 
ſo many good Opportunities, and miſpeat ſo much precious 
time in madneſs, we may eafily inform our ſelves, by 
coniideriag a little the Nature of Man, as he is a rex- 
{onabhle Creature, and the requiſite Sobriety of his Life, 
as he is a Chriſtiana, apd the Contrariety of an Apiſh 
and Humerſome, and over-Chearly- Converſation and Car- 
loc eſt Tiage to all this, and conſequently the needful Watch 
vivcrebis Over our ſelves concerning it, and our diligent refrain- 
vita poſſe ing therefrom (as much as poſſible) for the preſerviug 
Yriore* to our ſelves the Manhood of our make, and for the 
rui. Delivering our Souls from the Danger of Sin, and for 

the laying up for our ſelves à ſure and reaſonable Foun- 

dation (In hope) of a more ſolid and unſhakea Joy 

hereafter. | TY 


nth; — 


For Example, tho' I am not of thoſe Mens Mind who 
think that dullneſs is Sobriety, that inactivity land Mo- 
piſhaeſs is a ſign of Grace (where it goeth) and that 
every ſmile and glance is a fin in a Chriſtian; that we 
mult Neceſſarily become Men in Prudence and in Under- 
ſtanding even before we can arrive at the years of ſuch 
Diſcretion, and that we muſt abſolutely plant Gray Reads 
upon Green Shoulders,, or elſe no hope of Redemptl— 
on for ſuch Reprobated, and fach wjld-Olive-ſeeds as 
we are: I ſay, tho';we need not tye up Men to tts 
Degree of . impoſſible Perfection, nor after this ſtrict lence 
require of all that.profeſs Chriſtianity, the demure aud 
inceſſant Speech and Geſture; which do indeed become 
all, and in an eſpecial manner ought to be the inſepa- 

-- rable Companion of ſome Mens Lite above others 
1 | tho 
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tho neither need we devote our ſelves to a Monaſtick 
Life (Which conſiſts wholly in Mottification and Silence, 
and Corporal Auſtcrities) nor Live and Dye in Caves. 
and Grotto's (as ſome have done) aud like the pure Na- 
zarites drink only Wattr : but may innocently air our formed ; 
ſelves. and our Notions now aud then, and Communicate 2 In 
our diyerting thoughts to one another liberally ſometimes : 4-t Apot- 
yea, and withal even under St. Pax/s Approbation to his lo. 
dearly. beloved Son Timothy , orcaſrorally uſe a little Wine : 1 Tim. 
Yet I fay, Cnotwithitanding all this, if we look in-. 24. 
to out ſelves) we muſt diſcern , that (be our manner 

of . ſenſual and frolickſome Living what it will, and let 

us be led to it by What meaus and opportunities ſoever, 

and our pretencc to excuſe it never fo juſt and plauſible) 

our inordinancy of Laughter and Mirth is Madneſs, and 

our Exceſſive ' Jollity unprofitable, and our indulgency 

therein neither wiſe, nor prudeat, nor religious, nor | 
circumſpect, Cas the Apoſtle's phraſe and meaning is) but , .. {! 
wholly a neglect of ſome better things doing in the in- 75 P | 
terim, and what muft coſt us in the end, either à gene- 
ral abhorrency , or at leaſt a moſt Diligent and. earneſt 
Reformation of our ſelves in it. | | | 


For do our Frame and Make, declare us for the on- 
ly Mimicks and Pageants of the Creation? Is our Rea- 
on ſubſervient to the ſenſitive Merriment of the Brute 
in us? Or can we adjuſt it to our. Conſciences, that we 
10 aſide our Religion, and lay out our ſelves in the foo - 
liſh Gambols and Jollity of ſenſual and worldly minded [ 
Men? Be our Condition and Providences what they can, 3 
may we not more profitably divert our Sorrows and min- 
gle our Mirths, in the Sacred Entertainment of the | 
Word and Sacraments, and in the ſolacing Feaſtivals of K 
Spiritual Comforts, in the cheerful Praiſes of a .Creator's | 
bounty , and in the Noble Diſcovery of a Saviour's Love, 1 
than by ſetting our ſelves apart unto Scenes of Rioting E 
ud Exceſs, unto a fooliſh ſharping 8 our Wits 


„ „„ „ „ 5 6 „ 
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ans 


r 


another, unto ſinful Exerciſes, and diſtaſtful Rencom. 
ters, and then by proving our Flefhly Hearts with Mirth, 
and bidding, them to take their fill of vain Pleaſure ? 
Whether we receive Good or Evil from the hand of God, 


have we at any time need of diſſolving our Afflictions hy 
Criminal - Refreſhments , or oft Celebrating our Comfort; 


by :guilty Fraiſes and Rejoycings among us? Or doth it 


not rather become us to be Chearful in all Evil towargz 


God, and for all our good to render the Nobleſt Praiſes 
unto--him ? | | 


And whercas we are Creatures of but an uncertain con- 
tinuance in the Body, and at beſt of but a ſhort time, 
and withal, having muck Religious Work to do in it; 
whereas our Infancy, and Childhood, and Youth, are all 
Vanity, and but as the unripe Fruit of Piety in us; where- 
as our old Age is attended frequently with many avocati- 
from our Duty, with the tedious hindrance of our 
own Infirmities; - and with the conſtant Irkſomneſs of fe. 
veral heavy and almoſt inſupportable Maladies; and where- 
ag there are alſo about our mid-age too many ſecular and 
burthenſome Cares and Sorrows, too violent Temptations 
to cleave unto Mammon wholly, or to follow the Pomps 
and Vanities of the Froathy World, and to immerſe our 
ſelves, fully into the 8 noxious Pleaſures of ſence; 
ls it not à Doctrine alway very ſeaſonable, that we would 
at all times bear a fober- and Religious Mind Heaven-ward ? 
that we would endeavour to ſavour of the Heavenly and 


. ferious Diſpenſation of Chriſtianity , and not fare as if we 


were bitten of ſome Faranala ?' that we would carry our 
ſelves in a Method of great Moderatian and Ahſtinency, 
From the Idle Toys and Buffoonry of Life; and as it were 
ſeparated to the choiceſt Pleaſures of Religion and Good- 
neſs, ſo to be furthering our great and immortal Crown 
of Glory to us,, and our more full and innocent Triumphs 
hereafter, for and upon even all the Goodneſs and Bene- 
fits of our. God towards us, in the Society of —_ 

ms 
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bims and Seraphims, and amidſt the Spirits of juſt Men (in 
che Divine Minificency) already made perfect? 


Yea, Is not the Exerciſe of our Reaſon the Moral fer- 


fettion of our Humane Nature ? Is not the Deportment 
of our ſelves (Body and Soul, at all times, and in a“ 
places) ſo as to anſwer the end of the Goſpel of Chrilt. 
and to give up our Account of every Word and Decd 
with Joy, and not with Grief, at the final Arbitration 
of Souls in judgment, the Perfection of our Religious State 
Mortal? Is not a Friendly and wiſe Converſe and Commu- 


nication of our ſelves to one another, in our Life, the 


| great deſign of our Civil Compacts, and Conſtitutions up- 
on Earth, into Bodies, and Societies, and Fraternities, and Neigh- 
bourhoods, and Friendſhips here? do not Sobriety and a mode- 


rate Carriage of our ſelves, and ordering of our Affections com- 
mend us to both God and man? and are we not to be Examined 


| and to give upan Account of our Stewardſhip, and of every 


idle word hereafter? When we pity any in earneſt, that % A- 
ſeem over-joyful in their own Miſery, do we not ever kind- 57 e- 
ly indulge them the Imputation of a Frenzy? Or ſhall we ze, 
be Jolly, and be able to fleer and Jeer, and to be vainly 
mirthful, and exceedingly pleaſant ſtill (think we) when death 
cometh upon us ? when the ſound of the laſt Trumpet ſhall 
be blown full in our very faces, and when we ſhall have the 
dreadful Objects of Univerſal Judgment, and of all the dole- 
ful Calamities of Damnation within fight? Is there nothing 
in this World nor ia the next that we feel or fear to damp our 
»pirits ? Is there nothing relating to Friends and Fortunes (their, 
and our) or in fin and in Judgment, that will avail to quail our 
Mirth, or to quench or abate our Juvenile heat in us? If 
not, ſurely enough the very notion of Happineſs then doth 
% pleafe us, that we are contented to give away our Eteraity 
tor a Song and miſerable Lullaby, and to be even lead to Hell 
it ſelf, tor Societies lake only. However, let us weigh the 
langerous Enterprize by our Reaſon firſt, and by that determine 
ke Men — OD 
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New if ſo, then ſince (as we have ſeen) there is neither 
Wiſclom, nor true Fellowſhip, ncr Godlineſs jn our Exceſſive 
Mirths: our ridiculous Manxers of Convexſing like Fools, and 
Apes, and Idiots, our finding no Subjects for Diſconaſe vr Ar. 


guments in Society, but what move and lere the Laughter of 
.cthers, our raifing Diſputes of an Antick Nature, our quat- 


fing our ſelves into Objects of Scorn and ridicule, our forms of 
Flattery(empty and vain as they uſually are) one fooliſn talking 
and jeſting, and lightneſs of Behaviour, our Filthineſs and Ri- 
baldry (whereof we might be aſhamed) our vagrant Diſcour- 
ſes and fanciful Language on this or that Trifle or Notion, on: 
gallaatry and height of Romancing (to omit hatefnl Specie: 
many more) our adminiſtring to anothers , or provoking our 
own vain Mirth; and ſhortly, our abuſes of our ſelves, and ot 
our Bleſſings, of our time, and of our Fellowſhip with Men, un— 
tofruitleſs and frivolous ends and purpoſes , are together the 
ver ieſt Madneſs , and criminal and impious Paſtime poſſible in 
Us. a 

For where is the Edification unto Godlineſs in the mean time? 


where is the Self- Examination and ſerious Reflection on our fu- 


tute and Eternal State and Condition? where is the common 


delire of one anothers welfare in this and the other Life? 


where is the worth and price of our Souls conſidered 14 a 


this ? where is the caracſt Solicitouſneſs which we ought to 


put on touching the making our Cilling and Election fure ? 
here is our Charity and ſerveat Love of the Brethren? where 
is gur mindfulneſs of them that ſuffer Affliction, a3 being our 
ſelves alſo in the Body, and as bound ia the Cord; of a Common 


Humanity and Miſery with them ? where is the due lookingup 


to God daity? our rendring to him the praiſes of our Hife, aud 
ail the Checrful Momcats of our time? and where is the ſtu— 
endiaus wot kx of our Redemptian thought on, aud confidered, 
aud weighed fufiictently in all this by us? | 
In ſhort, line ia the madneſs of Man's Mirth all thefe great 
and excelient-Dutics are forgotten, fince (as we are warned (it 


Luke :x, NC ſufer eur Heat: ro be ovei charged (auy way) with the fat?! 
. Dalliaaces of this Lite, there is a danger leſt thir day come 
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2 | 
[upon #2 un m ares, When the Wrath of the Almighty ſhall burn { 
ke a fiery Oven over us, and at that time we ſhall find it hard .4 
to eſcape, if we (like the rich Glutton) have had our Portion | 
of good already in this Life, let us be adviſed (while it may pro- Luke 16. 

ft us) to Reform the error of our Minds touching this, as far“ 


as poſſible, and to Redeem the time becauſe the days are evil Aphen; | 
upon us. Let us remember, that theſe are the days wherein 19. | 
our Bridegroom is already actually taken away from our Head, | 
and that therefore they are to be days of Faſting and Mourning, | 
and Solitude to us; yea, tho' we anoint our head, and waſh our Luke g. ' 
E face, and appear not unto men, but unto God alone, ſo to live 35. 1 


and dye in them. 
let us not ſquander away our Life in meer Gewgawes of de- 
licht, nor periſh among them that are fatted as againſt a day of 
laughter upon Earth; but let us obſerve, that one of the evils 
which this hn is a leading to (among many) is, that by the juſt 
judgment of God it is made an inlet to a general Prophaneſs 
in dacred things, and that by an habit in this Folly and cuſtoma- 
r7 Levity, men commonly learn to become light and wicked in 
their Behaviour under the Adminiſtration of the moſt Sacred 
parts of reveal'd Religion, and can ſcarce refrain their putrid 
[Uies, and unſavory Punnings in, or I fear ſometime upon, their 
very Inſt ruction to forbear ; and from hence let us he induced, 
i we are ſorrowful, to call in to our aid, the cheartul Solaces 
et Religion among us; and if we Rejoyce, to Rejoyce in aud 
unty that which is becoming Chriſtians, namely, ip the Pew- 
er, and Wiſdom, and Goc dneſs, and moſt undeſerved kindneſs 
and F of God through Je/#s his well-beloved Son to- 
Wards us. | 

To Coaclude, taking this along with vs, that it ought to be 


ſtu- ichly reſented, and indeed generally tikea il by ail gad me 
rech the behalf of our great and common Creator, Wildom ant 

br:ce both) that the ſober Chriſtian, aud the Hypochondriack 
reat M1} be made Synonimu; by this Impudeat Age; in as much 
[ (it d 10985 like objeAing name to the Creation, aud to be a re- 
Fatal Ngof God himſelf, lo 05 vilit, the witural Modeity and So- 
me iet of Ma ind; 41 thit one of the molt bleed moral 
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Virtues and Graces of the mind, ſhould be with es ranked amon 
the Diſeaſes, of the Body; which impiety (unleſs we ſhoy]! 
contradict, hereby that Petition in our Lord's Prayer, Ty Ai 
dom come, may) I think, juſtly create a Claufe in our (to wi! 
that this Generation may firſt paſs away, before che reſt of tt 
Moral ,Virtucs be RiFd aud eſtecm'd (as by this we fee they a- 
ready begin to be) cnormitics of Nature: Tay, taking thi 
Note along, with us; and fo proportionably on other Head, 
ſtrengthaing our ſelves unto the higheſt. practice of all thiuy; 
ſerious aud ſober- natur d: let us not eſteem our felves enter. 
tain'd (hereby) with a Cynical and Satyrical Diſcourſe on, 
but ſo diſpoſe our ſelves from it, in our reſpective Lives ad 
Converſations, in our trueſt ſence of good and evil upon us, and 
in that delightful manner live before God and man, & with one 
another now, as that we may be neither vain nor unthankful, 
neither comfortleſs in our Affliction, nor over- luxurious in our 
Joys, but conſidering, that the Voice of Mirth and Gladyeh,, 
the Voice of the Bridegroom and of the Bride, and all pleaſant 
things ſhall one day ceaſe from even the dwellings of the Righ- 
teous, and much more from the Tents of the ungodly ; (When 
all Faces ſhall gather Blackneſs, and we ſhall all, both Bodie; 
and Souls hercafter together meet, in the pale horror and ter. 
Ecclef, ror of our Univerſal doom; ) that for all our Rejoycing (as th: 
11.9, Wiſe Man hath told us) Judgment muſt come upon s; and thit 
therefore, Hur ſins muſt be now Lamented and forſaken, and 
Iſa. 5. 11, our ſore Temptations all over-come, ſince (as we find by tha: 
2» 14 woe) afterall our Mirth, Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, ſhal 
he even unto Eternity it ſelf upon us, if we have not (be. 
fore God) been truly ſober and heavenly-minded. Anc 
therefore (Heeing the dangers of an exceſſive and unſanttihec 
mockery of Praiſe) let us reſolve (in ſuch times at leaſt as gur 
on all accounts are, times of publick Doubts and Incertalaties 
times of publick fins and viſitations) to lament, while the . 
conſiderate World rejoyceth, that ſo afterward we may, (hilt 
that weepeth) for ever exult in the trueſt Joys: truc in then. 
ſeiyes, perfect, and pure, and true unto us, and that chiet- 


ly (among many other Reaſons great and good) becaute thoſe 
2 . Os. l . ' Gur 
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our Joys (not volatile, and airy, and momentarious as theſe 


mon ere, but permanent, and conſtant, and wholly fixed, ſerene, { 
one ad heavily , and without all ſoil ) can (if we believe our 
Ri- leſſed Saviour's own Promiſe, or his great Apoſtles vehement 

o wit) Nrerſwaſion) neither Man nor Angel, Life nor Death, Princi- | | 
o! ttc palities nor Powers, things preſent, nor things to come, nor * * | 
c a Wteight nor depth, nor any other Creature, ſeparate us from, ws Ny 
ip. th; or abate, or diminiſh in us, or remove farther off, or take, | 
icads, Neither by fraud, or by power away from us. Unto which 
this state of Eternal Peace, may the God of all Comfor, (of hie | 
enter. faite Favour) bring us all in, and for, and through the 1 
on, WW Merits of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, our alone Saviour, To 1 
es ad hem with the Father and the holy Spirit, be aſcribed (as is moſh 0 
us and benbiy due from ut) all Glory and Honour, Laud, and Praiſe , q 


th one 
nk&ful, 
in our 
adneſs, 
eaſant 
> Righ- 
(when 
Bodies 
nd ter- 


fer, Might Majeſty , and Dominion, now and for ever. 
Amen. | 
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